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My name is Julia Chambers, and I am the executive director of this wonderful museum. Welcome to our 23rd Anniversary Celebration Weekend! We are here today to dedicate this gorgeous space in which we stand. Specifically, two incredible works of sculpture and all of the complementary artistic and natural elements that make it uniquely ours and uniquely beautiful.

But first, I’d like to ask Board member Jerry Miller to give you all an official Board welcome.

Also with us today is Ventura County Supervisor John Zaragoza, whose portrait is also included in our new “Local Color” exhibit inside on the Upper Deck -- where three local photographers unite to explore local color in every sense of the phrase: interesting local characters, extraordinary colors and patterns found in landscapes and seascapes, and the relationships that can be found between them with the common thread of color. Please check it out!

Supervisor Zaragoza...

We are so happy to have several other elected leaders with us here today: 

Sandra Delgado is here, representing Congresswoman Julia Brownley

We are here to celebrate the culmination of a building transformation 6 years in the making. This exterior entry area was the final step in a wonderful collaborative effort by an extraordinary number of people, many of whom are with us today. 

We are here today to tell the story of how in a relatively short period of time, this place came together in a way no one could have imagined even 6 months ago because of the dedication and artistry of a few very special people.  

I’d like to begin with some important thank you’s:

Bill Buenger, Bill Conroy, Gene Harter, Joyce Nelson, and the Board of the Channel Islands Maritime Museum, for providing the leadership to see the building transformation through and set the stage for this wonderful final step that we celebrate today.

We are thankful for all of the docents, members, and friends of the Museum who put their names and names of loved ones on pavers which lead the way into the museum and have supported the Museum in every way possible.

Curator Jackie Cavish has been integral to the design and fruition of so many beautiful elements -- thank you Jackie.

The crew of Larry Davis Construction: Larry Davis & Jen Savage Javier Martinez, Saul Casas, and Noe Tinoco. I can tell you with absolute certainty that none of this would have been remotely possible without incredible individuals. They stepped in to finish the  building construction, and lately have been right here every single day, especially for most of the daylight hours for the last few weeks. They have worked tirelessly and with generous professionalism to make this project happen in the best possible way. With smiles on their faces all the time. 

Larry calmly makes everything happen so beautifully, and sees things 6 steps ahead and knows exactly what to do. The Zen of Larry. 

Noe, el Maestro, uses his years of expertise and has lead the way on every piece of tile and pavers to lay them flawlessly straight and smooth.

Saul, who has perhaps spent more time up on that mast than down on the ground.

And Javier - Javier can do anything because nothing is hard for him.

Karen Behnke and Liz Williams have provided extraordinary support, organizing so many elements in the office. 

We are also thankful for Mark Petit of Lauterbach Associates, Architects.

A young man named Nicholas Hummingbird came into our lives recently, who happens to know all there is to know about native Chumash species found locally and on the Channel Islands. He has found and planted these gorgeous garden beds, which we look forward to labeling and identifying as an educational exhibit about Chumash culture which will be integrated with an exhibit on our upper deck. Thank you Nicholas.

We were introduced to Nicholas by Catherine Wiggins, who has been the glue for almost every element of this effort. With her tremendously nurturing and positive spirit, Catherine has created opportunities for so much beauty, all the while playing Henry Kissinger half the time and sanding mosaic pieces on her hands and knees the other half of the time. She also happens to have a fabulous husband, Todd Wiggins. 

I’d like to invite Bill Conroy up to explain how the sculptures in the garden began.

(Todd Wiggins thanks)

(Unveil Whales)

Several fortunate events happened in the course of a few short weeks just after I began at the Maritime Museum. I was invited to visit Ed an Marlene’s home studio to see the progress on the whales, and was astounded by the beauty of almost every element of their home: from Ed’s gorgeously hand-crafted stainless steel kitchen cabinets to Marlene’s exquisite mosaic work throughout their home. I was totally inspired to realize an artistic solution for our exterior entryway area when I saw how art had transformed the Cristal home and saw how amazing the whales were going to be.

My next meeting that afternoon was with a museum friend named Ellen Morgan, who had indicated that she and her would like to give a gift to the Maritime to support its education programs. I was able to tell her all about the morning’s experience at the Cristal’s, and Ellen very graciously pledged a gift that morning that will allow us to integrate educational elements for children on the patio -- such as the inlaid whale outlines for all of us to learn how big a 90’ blue whale really is, and how the essentials of know tying and sail hoisting work on the soon to be constructed ship’s hull to be named the “Ellen C. Morgan”. Her family’s foundation, the Custer Foundation, also gave a generous gift that has contributed to the achievement of the construction upon which we stand.

Thank you Ellen and the Custer Foundation. We look forward to engaging many young maritime imaginations for many years to come.

I had the pleasure of meeting George Davis, Joyce Nelson’s son-in-law, at the Music at the Maritime fundraiser last August, just a few weeks before I visited Ed and Marlene’s home and studio. At the event, George said he believed he had found a way to create a place in the memory of his wife Nancy, Joyce’s daughter. He also said that thus far he had been honoring her memory by raising their three children as close to her example as possible, and I can’t think of a better way to honor anyone. We are delighted that so many members of the Davis family and the Nelson family are here with us today. I had the pleasure of meeting many of them last night. Thank you for being here today. 

As we talked about Nancy, George described how she loved her family and friends, and encouraged them to look for “one good thing” in every day. How she loved her garden, her roses, and the the dragonflies that would visit. 

George also happens to work at Qualcomm, who generously matched his gift to help create this wonderful space. So many serendipidous signs showed us the way toward today (and finishing the final touches of the project next week!!). After talking with George about all of the beautiful elements we could include to remember Nancy, like her white roses, we decided to create a dragonfly fountain which will be imbedded with the words “one good thing” to remind us about what is important in each day. We thank Marlene Cristal for her artistic genius in creating this stunning work of art, as well as the abstract signal flag pattern that adorns the low surrounding wall. Thank you Marlene, we are very thankful for you.

One definite sign that this was our dream team -- that the right people had absolutely come together to make something wonderful happen -- was the tattoo on Ed Cristal’s left hand -- a full dragonfly which also serves as his wedding ring. 

We are so grateful to George and his family for allowing us to cultivate this place to remember Nancy. 

Welcome to the Nancy Nelson Davis Garden in the Yard at the Maritime Museum.

(Cue fountain)

(George Davis speaks).

Thank you for joining us today -- please visit often to see the final touches be completed and to enjoy this gorgeous garden which will welcome every visitor to our incredible museum.

The festivities continue all weekend -- Sat sun and mon from 12-4 -- Bring your best sea shanty singing voices, knot tying skills, and your appetites! The gourmet food trucks will offer lobster, gourmet grilled cheese, gelato, and more delicious menu items.

Thanks again for joining us today -- please enjoy!


