
 
 

AMENDMENTS TO BOARD 
POLICY 6161.1 

 
SELECTION AND EVALUATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL 

MATERIALS 



Why do we have school boards?  
  

"Citizen oversight of local government is the cornerstone of democracy in the United 

States. It’s the foundation that has lasted through the turbulent centuries since our nation 

came into being. In their book, Time for Curriculum, Henry Brickell and Regina Paul 

note that we use citizen control for “…cities, counties, states, regions, the nation. We 

use it for sewers, police, roads, firefighting, rivers, libraries, airplanes, prisons, forests, 

the military – every government function; all staffed by experts, without exception; and 

all governed by civilians.”  

  

"It’s appropriate, then, that we entrust the governance of our schools to citizens elected 

by their communities to oversee both school districts and county offices of education. 

Today, nearly 100,000 citizens serve local communities throughout the nation as school 

board members, the largest category of elected public officials in the United States. 

School boards provide direction and oversight for the professionals who manage the 

day-to-day operations of the schools. They also provide accountability to the 

community." 

  

(California School Board Association, The Role and Function of California School 

Boards) 



Board Responsibilities  
 
“The governing board of any school district may execute any powers 
delegated by law to it or to the district of which it is the governing 
board, and shall discharge any duty imposed by law upon in or upon 
the district of which it is the governing board, and may delegate to 
an officer or employee of the district any of those powers or duties. 
The governing board, however, retains ultimate responsibility over 
performance of those powers or duties so delegated.” (Education 
Code 35161) 
 
“School board members are locally elected public officials entrusted 
with governing a community’s public schools. The role of the school 
board is to ensure that school districts are responsive to the values, 
beliefs and priorities of their communities.” (California School Board 
Association, Governance and Policy Resources) 
 
 



Overview of Submitted Amendments 
 

• Does not ban any books 
• Applies to 9-12 Grade Core Literature 
• Notifies parents when a book on a syllabus is annotated 

by the California Board of Education as having mature 
content. 

• Creates a parent/community committee that provides 
another perspective to the Board of Education on 
proposed new titles 

• Adds a statement to English/Language Arts syllabi that 
notifies parents that there is the opportunity to request 
an alternative assignment 

 



 

"The Board's priority in the selection of instructional 

materials is to ensure that all students are provided 

with standards-aligned instructional materials in the 

core curriculum areas of English/Language Arts, 

Mathematics, Science, and History-Social Science." 

  
The above paragraph is in the existing board policy 

and the committee took it out. It needs to stay in as 

this is an official board policy.  However, that does not 

mean that selection, review and alternative core 

literature assignments are relevant to all subjects.  It is 

clear in the language of the policy, that these three 

sections apply to core literature selection. 

Why This Paragraph Should Stay in the Policy 



Overall Comparison of the Proposed Policies 
 
 Superintendent’s Committee Proposal Policy Amendment as Submitted 

Authorizes superintendent to create core literature selection policy Authorizes superintendent to create core literature selection policy 

Provide district-developed alternative assignments Provide district-developed alternative assignments 

Provide professional development to teacher regarding implementation of 
the new policy 

Provide professional development to teacher regarding implementation of 
the new policy 

Parent notification consists of discussing Core Literature Titles in class and 
giving list of books to students.  Students are also given the district 
alternative assignment letter and asked to take home to parent.  Students 
are asked to talk to parents to decide if they want an alternative 
assignment.  Letter mailed home at beginning of school year that states 
students can choose an alternative assignment, no book list accompanies 
letter. Link to CDE website with review links posted on the District 
website, secondary schools’ website and included in the District Annual 
Notice to Parents and Students.   

Parent notification is direct via syllabus, email and Back to School Night. 
Direct links to CDE website annotations for books used in each class will be 
provided in email. Put an asterisk on the syllabus titles that have the 
California Department of Education advisory of mature content. Include CDE 
mature content advisory if applicable titles are on syllabus. 

Statement to clearly identify the process for a parent or student to 
request an alternative core literature assignment when materials are in 
conflict with parent or student values. 

More specific about the process. Include this statement on the hard copy 
and emailed syllabus: “Parents/legal guardians and students have the choice 
to request an alternative assignment when the content of these materials 
do not align with or are in conflict with personal sensibilities and/or values.” 



CONEJO VALLEY UNIFIED 

SCHOOL DISTRICT  

  

 The following letter is included in the annual publication of the Parent and Student Rights and 

Responsibilities Handbook 

   

The Conejo Valley Unified School District has developed a district-wide comprehensive literature program.   The literature 

selections for each course were approved with attention to maturity levels, abilities, and interests of students and serve to 

foster factual knowledge and literary appreciation. Teacher designed lessons are created to support student experiences in 

reading that will enhance their understanding of themes, characters, social and cultural issues.  

  

We encourage parents to review the literature selections, which will be used in the course their student will be taking.  

Teachers will review course requirements and literature selections at the beginning of the school year or semester.  In 

addition, the District provides a link to the California Department of Education (CDE) webpage for parents to access book 

synopses related to specifically assigned titles. This link is available on the Curriculum page of the CVUSD website.   

  

If parents have questions regarding a title(s) on the assigned reading list, contact the student’s teacher to discuss concerns.  

We look forward to discussing specific works of literature with parents.  

  

The Conejo Valley Unified School District realizes its responsibility in allowing choice to educators, parents and students in 

the selection and use of instructional materials.  Choice for educators to develop the most effective collection of materials, 

and the choice of parents and students to seek an alternative assignment when personal values are in conflict with the 

assigned literature titles.  When a selection is found to be in conflict with parent or student values, an alternative assignment 

will be provided upon parents following the appropriate protocols.  The appropriate protocols are delineated on the 

Curriculum page of the CVUSD website.  Prior to requesting an alternate selection, parents are encouraged to read the entire 

piece of literature.  

Letter to Parents – Proposed by Superintendent’s Committee 



 
We have several titles on our core literature list that appear on the California 
Department of Education (CDE) Recommended Literature List with the 
following annotation: 
 

“This book was published for an adult readership and thus contains mature content. 
Before handing the text to a child, educators and parents should read the book and 
know the child.”  
 
• Parents cannot follow this recommendation unless they are aware of it. Thus it is 

proposed that we flag these titles with a footnote that states:  
 

“Parents please be advised that the mature content in this book may include one 
or more of the following: graphic rape, graphic abusive human rights violations, 
graphic sex, graphic violence and suicidal ideation. The California Department of 
Education and the CVUSD Board of Education encourage parents to read this book 
before giving it to their child.” 

Mature Content Annotation from California 
Department of Education 



Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment High  

School Core Literature 

* Parents please be advised that the mature content in this book may include one or more of the 
following: graphic rape, graphic abusive human rights violations, graphic sex, graphic violence 
and suicidal ideation. The California Department of Education and the CVUSD Board of Education 
encourage parents to read this book before giving it to their child. 

   

 

GRADE    

CDE 

Approved 

 

TITLE  

 

AUTHOR  

    Defining America    

    REQUIRED   

11  Yes Crucible  Arthur Miller  

11  Yes Great Gatsby  F. Scott Fitzgerald  

    EXTENDED – 2 OF THE FOLLOWING   

11  Yes Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  Mark Twain  

11  Yes Awakening  Kate Chopin  

11  Yes * Bluest Eye  Toni Morrison  

11  Yes * Catcher in the Rye  J.D. Salinger  

11  Yes Death of a Salesman  Arthur Miller  

11  Yes Glass Menagerie  Tennessee Williams  

11  Yes Grapes of Wrath  John Steinbeck  

11  No Inherit the Wind  Lawrence and Lee  

11  Yes Into the Wild  Jon Krakauer  

11  No Night Thoreau Spent in Jail  Lawrence and Lee  

11  No Raisin in the Sun  Lorraine Hansberry  

11  Yes Road  Cormac McCarthy 

11  Yes Scarlet Letter  Nathaniel Hawthorne  

11  Yes * Snow Falling on Cedars  David Guterson  

11  Yes Streetcar Named Desire  Tennessee Williams  

11  Yes * Things They Carried  Tim O’Brien  

11  No Wild Truth  Carine McCandless  

http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=39014
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=37780
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=37611
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=39817
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=36411
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=36411
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=36425
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=36425
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=39765
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=39010
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=36438
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=37022
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=40554
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=39002
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=39002
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=37950
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=37950
Streetcar Named Desire
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=37269
http://www3.cde.ca.gov/reclitlist/displaytitle.aspx?pid=37269


Clicking on Link in Syllabus Takes Reader to CDE Site 



Example of Existing Syllabus that Requires Parent Signature 







Proposed Selection Process 
 

The board will authorize the superintendent to create a 
literature selection aligned with the following general principles: 
 
• In selecting works, make use of the State’s Recommended 

Literature List, giving preference to titles recommended 
specifically  for the discipline and grade level for which it is 
being selected. 

• Teachers shall complete a District instructional 
materials approval form justifying the proposed use in the 
classroom of any literary or nonfiction work. The teacher, 
department chair, principal and superintendent will sign the 
form.  

• The District shall provide teachers with professional 
development regarding the selection and use of appropriate 
materials.  

 



Comparison of the Selection Process 

Superintendent Committee Proposal Policy Amendment as Submitted 

Asks whether book is recommended by CDE Asks teachers to use the CDE Recommended Literature List when 
selecting titles.  Asks teachers to give preference to books approved 
for English Literature. 

N/A Asks teachers to review texts against 3rd party assessments (for 
example, Accelerated Reader and Lexile). 

Provided Ad Hoc committee with a Core Literature Approval Form Asks teachers to complete a Core Literature Approval Form. 

Form requires signatures of Dept. Chair, Principal, Articulation Chair, 
Director of Curriculum, Director of Secondary Ed 

Form requires signatures of Teacher, Dept. Chair, Principal and 
Superintendent.  

Copy of proposed book for community review Copy of proposed book for administrative and community review. Use 
all available means to let public know where to view books.  Books 
provided by the District. 

N/A Provide professional development to teacher regarding 
implementation of the policy. 

    



Selection of New Instructional Materials  
 

“The California Department of Education recommends that each 
district have literature selection policies that are approved by the 
local governing board. Such policies should address both school 
library collections and literature that is used in the classroom, and 
these policies can be used in conjunction with Recommended 
Literature: Prekindergarten Through Grade Twelve (Recommended 
Literature List). The Recommended Literature List is a tool to aid 
districts in selecting literature; however, ultimately it is the district’s 
responsibility to choose literature according to the selection policies 
approved by the local governing board..” 
 
California Department of Education 
 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/rl/litrlppolicies.asp  

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/rl/litrlppolicies.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/rl/litrlppolicies.asp


Superintendent’s Committee Proposed Core Lit Approval Form 



Instructional Materials Approval Form - Submitted Policy 
Grades 9-12 Instructional Materials Approval Form 

Title of Proposed Work: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Genre, Author, ISBN: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher/School Site: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Class/Course in which this selection will be used: ___________________________________  Grade level:________ 

When will this selection be introduced to the class/course: _____________________________________________ 

As a minimum standard for educational value, teachers should select potential works from the California 
Department of Education’s Recommended Literature List.  Priority should be given for books recommended for the 
discipline in which it is taught and grade level.  They are also encouraged to review potential texts against 
recognized 3rd party assessments of reading level (for example, Accelerated Reader and Lexile).  This rationale 
should answer the following questions (any elaborations should be included as attachments to this form): 

Accelerated Reader Score: ____________________________ Lexile Score: ________________________________  

 

1. Does the selection appear on the CDE’s Recommended Reading List for this Subject?  YES/NO 
2. Does the CDE’s annotation for this selection have the following recommendation or similar?: “This book 

was published for an adult readership and thus contains mature content. Before handing the text to a 

child, educators and parents should read the book and know the child.” YES/NO 

3. Circle the CDE English-Language Arts competency addressed with this selection: General, Literary 

Elements, Vocabulary, Writing 

4. Why use this selection with this class at this time?  Please elaborate. 
5. How does this selection meet course instructional objectives and standards?   Please elaborate. 
6. If problems of style, texture, tone, or theme arise for students who are reading this selection, how will 

those problems be addressed? Detail such issues.  
7. If the instructional objectives are met, how will students benefit from having read and discussed this 

selection?  
8. Is the selection appropriate for the age and maturity of all students enrolled in the course (see LCAP, Goal 

1)? YES/No, elaborate 
9. Does the selection contain any use of profanity or language in violation of BP 5131?  YES/NO, if yes 

elaborate 

10. Does the selection contain any treatment of sex acts, violence or suicidal ideation?  YES/NO, if yes 

elaborate 

11. Does the selection contain any treatment of rape or abusive human rights violations?  YES/NO, if yes 

elaborate 

12. Does the selection promote a discriminatory bias on the basis of race or ethnicity, gender, religion, 

disability, nationality or sexual orientation (see EC 51500)?  YES/NO, if yes elaborate 

13. Is the selection on public review (EC 51101)? YES/NO    Date placed on public review: _____________ 

 

continued on next page 

 



Instructional Materials Approval Form - Submitted Policy 
Recommending Teacher: ________________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 

Department Chairperson Approval: ________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 

Principal Approval: _____________________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 

Superintendent Approval: _______________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 

Date submitted to Board for review: _________________   Date, form placed on public review: ________________ 

Majority Opinion of Board: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minority Opinion of Board, if any: 

 

 

 

 

 



Proposed Review Process 
 

The Board shall direct the Superintendent to: 
 
• Create a committee of teachers and administrators to review 

supporting documents for requests to use potential 
selections. (Education Code 51101)  

 

• Create a committee of parents/legal guardians and community 
members to review supporting documents for requests to use 
potential selections. Each Board member shall appoint two 
members to the committee  from among the applicants. (Education 
Code 60002) 

 

• Selections that are approved by at least one of these two 
committees shall be brought to the Board, accompanied by the 
recommendation from each committee, for approval. 

 



Comparison of the Review Process 
Superintendent’s Committee Proposal Policy Amendment as Submitted 

Teacher and administrative committees review proposed core 
literature titles. 

Teacher and administrative committees review proposed core 
literature titles.  

N/A Parent committee reviews proposed core literature titles.  

Approved selections are brought to the board. Selections that are approved by at least one of these  committees 
shall be brought to the Board, accompanied by the recommendation 
from each committee, for approval 

 
 

Public viewing of core literature titles. Public viewing of core literature titles.  Use all available means to 
communicate the availability of the titles for viewing. 

 
 



Process for Selecting New Instructional 
Materials 
 

“The process of selecting and implementing new instructional 
materials should be thoroughly planned, conducted publicly and well 
documented. At every step a district should adhere to EC Section 
60002 which states the following: ‘Each district board shall provide 
for substantial teacher involvement in the selection of instructional 
materials and shall promote the involvement of parents and other 
members of the community in the selection of instructional 
materials.’” 
 
California Department of Education  
 
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/implementofimsnotadopt.asp 



Alternative Core Literature Assignments 
 
We have several titles on our core literature list that appear on the California Department of 
Education (CDE) Recommended Literature List with the following annotation: 
 

“This book was published for an adult readership and thus contains mature content. Before 
handing the text to a child, educators and parents should read the book and know the child.”  
• Parents can’t follow this recommendation unless they are aware of it. Thus it is proposed 

that we flag these titles with a footnote that states, “Parents please be advised that the 
mature content in this book may include one or more of the following: graphic rape, 
graphic abusive human rights violations, graphic sex, graphic violence and suicidal 
ideation. The California Department of Education and the 
CVUSD  Board of Education encourage parents to read this book before allowing your 
child to read it.” 

 

• Notify parents of their child’s ability to request alternative assignments (via email, 
syllabus and parent-teacher night). 

 

• All selections, including alternative assignments, must be published on the syllabus no 
later than parent-teacher night (no more TBD titles on the syllabi). 

 



Comparison of Alternative Core Lit Section  
Superintendent's Committee Proposal Policy Amendment as Submitted 

Student brings home course book selections and student and 
parent review teacher book list then talk to teacher if they have a 
concern.  

 
 

Inform parents directly of course book selections, including 
alternative selection, no later than Back to School Night.   

Encourage access to CDE website. Provide easy access to CDE website with direct links to titles 

N/A Syllabus with literature selections will be accompanied with the 
statement, “Parents/legal guardians and students have the choice 
to request an alternative assignment when the content of these 
materials do not align with or are in conflict with personal 
sensibilities and/or values.”  

 
 

N/A Parents sign the syllabus and return. 



Comparison of Alternative Core Lit Section 
Superintendent’s Committee Proposal Policy Amendment as Submitted 

Alternative literature requests will be honored with no 
embarrassment to student.  Student will report to library instead of 
class while completing assignment. 

Alternative literature requests will be honored with no 
embarrassment to student. 

Provide a standards-based alternative assignment, teacher will 
explain assignment and student will complete in the library. 

Provide a meaningful, appropriate assignment and adequate 
instruction time. 

Alternative assignment is District-developed. Alternative assignment is District-developed. 

Provide teacher development with regards to implementation of 
alternative core literature process 

Provide teacher development with regards to implementation of 
alternative core literature process. 

One alternative book offered per grade Did not specify. 



Thank you! 
 
 


